U.S. Constitution and Alaska Constitution: How Do They Compare?  Student Directions
Introduction

In this exercise you will compare and contrast the U.S. and Alaska Constitutions.  The U.S. Constitution was written by 55 elected delegates in Philadelphia in 1787 after the Articles of Confederation, written in 1777/ratified 1781, failed to serve the needs of the young new nation.  Similarly, the Alaska Constitution, written by 55 delegates in Fairbanks in the winter of 1955-56, was created after a long history of unsatisfactory governance.  The constitutions written during these two conventions have been held up as superior documents which continue to meet the test of time.
You will complete three charts.  The directions for each are written below.  You must use several references, including the U.S. Constitution and the Alaska Constitution.  There are many other resources to help you understand the writing of the Alaska Constitution and the structure of state government that the constitution creates.  The websites listed here are good places to start.
Resources
· Copies of U.S. Constitution and Alaska Constitution

· Alaska History and Culture Studies
 http://www.akhistorycourse.org
     
 Unit – Governing Alaska: 



Statehood for Alaska:


The State Takes Shape



Executive System



Legislative System



Court System

· Creating Alaska   http://www.alaska.edu/creatingalaska.org/
      
Unit – Statehood Files:

“Alaska’s Heralded Constitution – The Forty-Ninth State Sets An Example,” by John S. Hellenthal
       
Unit - Alaska’s Constitution:



“Citizen’s Guide to the State Constitution”  by Gordon Harrison
Directions 
Chart 1 – Constitutional Provisions – Each constitution is divided into articles, and further subdivided into sections. Complete the chart by naming the article and giving a brief explanation of the topic covered in the article.  The first one has been done for you.  When done, examine your chart and answer the question that follows.  Compare your chart with classmates.
Chart 2 - Rights of Citizens – Refer to the directions on Chart 2.  Complete the questions at the end of the chart.
Chart 3 - Alaska Constitution: Detective Work – Refer to the directions on Chart 3. Conclude your work by participating in a class discussion about your impressions of the Alaska Constitution.  
