Name: __________________________

How History Shaped the Alaska Constitution: Task 1 Guided Questions

Directions: While reading the Task 1 readings, highlight sections of the articles where James Wickersham identifies a political or economic threat to Alaska, and places where he offers solutions to the problems. Next, answer the following questions using information from your reading as well as from your The 49th Star: Creating Alaska Video Guide.  

1. Why did James Wickersham view the Morgan-Guggenheim Syndicate as a threat to Alaska?

2. Explain how Alaska might be different today if we lived under “Guggenheim Rule?”

3. Why did James Wickersham work hard to establish a territorial legislature in Alaska?

4. Why do you suppose it was difficult for Alaska to establish control over the big business interests during territorial days?

