Name: _____________________________

“The 49th Star: Creating Alaska” Video Guide
 Act 1

Directions: Answer completely the following questions as you watch Act 1 of the documentary, The 49th Star: Creating Alaska. 

1. Name two factors that kept Alaska from becoming a state for 92 years.  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

2. Why did many Americans refer to the Alaska purchase as “Seward’s Folly?”

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

3. What important geopolitical importance did Alaska have in William Seward’s opinion?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

4. How did the Gold Rush change Alaska?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

5. How did James Wickersham’s experience in Nome help him to make a name for himself in Alaska politics?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

6. What important economic development were J.P. Morgan and the Guggenheim brothers behind?

_________________________________________________________________

7. Why was the Second Organic Act a significant step in Alaska’s political history?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

8. Why was James Wickersham critical of the salmon industry in Alaska?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

9. What did James Wickersham introduce in 1916? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

10. What kind of battles against injustice did Ernest Gruening wage in Alaska?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

11. What two economic problems did Ernest Gruening see in Alaska almost immediately after assuming the role of territorial governor?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

12. Give two examples that show how Alaska changed as a result of World War II?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

13. Why did Ernest Gruening consider the 1947 Legislature a failure?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

14. What important step did Ernest Gruening and the Alaska Legislature take toward Alaska Statehood in 1949?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

15. How did the Cold War during the 1950s help Alaska’s push toward statehood?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

16. Why was Fairbanks chosen as the site of Alaska’s constitutional convention?

_________________________________________________________________

