- Eprsode

L

PGS

Ny

S S

:-3-;:‘ . ‘4) sp0 2V '__-—-:'4 .
- f“ ‘) foas 5 ___/ ] .-
/ l)-&‘ IPN;; i_.‘,___: //'?, o -

2 "f._ﬂ[(’@“
/3 ' "-%_ .

THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS RISE
FRONM THE WILD NORTH
PACIFIC LIKE BARREN CRAGS..

FOG SHROUVDS THE [SLANDS
YEAR-ROUND, AND CRUEL.
WINDS LASH THE SHORE.

THE LAND 1§ WiTHOUT TREES
AND PROVIDES FEW RESOURCES
70 SUPPORT HUMAN LIFE.
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THEY CALLME "ALEYT,”

J WAS BORN ONTHE
[SLAND oF ATKA.
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IN SPITE OF MEAGER LAND
RESOURCES MY PEORLE'S
INGENUITY FENABLED US 70
DEVELOP A REMARKABLE
MATERIAL CULTURE.

"N USING DRIFTWOCD, WHALE BONE,
ROCKS, AND SOD, WE BU/LT LARGE,
UNDERGROUND HOUVSES CALLED
BARABARAS . .

DESIGNED FOR LIVING INA COLD,
WINDY ENYIRONMEN 7.

THE BARABARAS WERE FERFECTL)” |R

OUR BARABARA WAS 20 X 30 FEET
AND WAS A COZY HOME FOR ME,
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WE USED wHAT WE HAD VERY EFFICIENTLY, WASTING NOTHING. CLOTHING WAS SEWN

FROM SEAL, SEA OTTE%AND EVEN BIRD SKINS.

FOR NEEDLES.
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wow! Boy,
Do | NEED
NEW CLOTHES,
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SINEWS FOR

THREAD , BONVE

FOR Foop WE RELIED o THE
BOUNTY oF WATVRE. WE
HUNTED BIRDS AND COLLECTED
EGGS FRONM NESTS BUILT HitH
ALON G STEEP CLIFES-

WEe HARVESTED SEA URCHINS, MVSSELS,

WS

AND CLAMS ALONG THE SHORE .
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O | BUT THE OPEN OCEAN 1S VWHERE WE REAILY
N4 (BELonEED, FOR WE WERE

uwsurensseo. SEAFARERS
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S/NCE NATVRE HAD FALED T PROVIDE

TREES FOR BOAT-BUILDING, WE LEARNED T0
MAKE A SPECIAL KIND OF BodT — A JLEEK

THE "BAIDARKA.” MADE OF DRIFFWOOD LASHED 4&\ e
TOGETHER WITH THONGS AND (OVERED WiTH W N7 -
SEA-LION OR SFAL SKINS, THE BAIDARKA WAS [5 T0 20 FEET

LONG AND YWAS SO LIGHT {7 COULD BE CARRIED B¥ A CHILD -

THE BAIDARKA WAS PERFECTLY DESIGNED FOR OUR ENVIRONMENT.

THEY WERE S0 SWIFT THAT EVEN SO MANEVVERABLE THAT EVEN THE
BIRDS COULD NOT OVIRUN THEM)




IV OUR BAIDARKAS WE RANGED HUNDREDS OF MILES FROM OUR VILLAGE TO
KILL SEA OTTERS, SEA LIONS, AND EVEN WEALES, 70 SvALy ouR VILLAGE
WITH FOOD, |

EVEN AS A BOF | WASA RELENTLESS HUNTER . BEFORE | WAS 1§ | HAD
KTLLED 10 WHALES., “ONE DAY WHILE WE WERE HUNTING WE SAW

A SHP FAR OFF. AT FIRST WE BELIEVED 1T WAS A GIANT WHALE
FESTOONED WITH HARPOONSAND QURIOSITY DROVE VS T0 EXAMINE

)T MORE CLOSELY ™ e s S
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“AS WE DREW CLOSER WE SAW THAT |TWAS || THESE STRANGE PEOPLE BECKONED
NOT A WHALE. BVT A STRANGF MONSTER. || FOR US TO CLimMB UPTD THEM. 1 WAS
NEVER SEEN BEFDRE, THE PEOPLE WERE AFRAID BUT MY CURIDSITY WAS
WILD -LOOKIN G AND WORE STRANGECLOTHES. || STRONGER THAN MV FEAR .
WHEN WE JAW THAT THEY T0Ok™ FIRE
INTD THEIR MOVTH AND BLEW OVT SMOKE- 8 4 =y .
WE KNEW NOTHN G OF TOBACCO — WE WERE d\i- ¥y
SURE THEY WERE DEVILS" (17
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‘fcuPaF WHAT 1 Knvow' A1\ < d 5K M
//’ NOW WAS BRANDY 7 ' g ')n ﬁ MY y

THE STRANGE-LOOKING DEVILS LOWERED BOATS AND ROWED ASHORE T0OUR VILLAGE..
WE MADE THENM WELCOME WiTH GIFTS 0F CRANBERRIES IN CANDLEFISH OIL, BUMDLES
OF DRIED SALMON, AND WHALE MEAT. o
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AND THAT THEY WERE MORE INTERESTED /N . S
OBTAINING FURS — ESPECIALLY THOSE OF ) .\ M
THE SEA OTTER — THAN THEY WERE IN j\

HAVING OUR FRIENDSHIP. < Y >
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THEY WANTED FURS. AT FIRST THEY COAXED VS WITH OFFERINGS OF NAILS AND
OTHER BITS OF METAL. . THEY EVEN OFFERED KNIVES.
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FINALLY, WHEN WE WoULO NOT :
TRADE. FURS, THEF GREW ANGRY Z gy
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MEN, INCLUDING MY FATHER ANDI, WERE &
FORCED AT GUNPOINT TO HUNT FURS.
WIVES, MOTHERS, ANDUYSTERS WERE
HELDAS HOSTAGE TO INSURE OUR RETURN. L
WE. HAD BECOMF SLAYES INOVR OWN LANDZ = \ LY
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3 S=B-W  We KuLED MANY FUR SEALS FOR THE
= el M TR RUSSIANS, YET THEY PRESSED VS FOR
i, MORE, THEIR GREED KNEW NO BOUNDS.

NoR DID THEIR CRUELTY,
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WrAT wirr 1 Do NoW 2 Tt ALL ALWE . ......
T CAN NEVER GO HOME AGAIN.




EPISODE 1 .
Pillagers of the North

N o one knows for certain when or how the first humans came to

North America. Our best guess is that between 10,000 and

30,000 years ago the ancestors of Alaska’s Eskimos and Aleuts
followed herds of bison, caribou, and woolly mammoth eastward across the
land bridge that connected Asia and North America. Over hundreds of years,
they trickled slowly into the area that is now called Alaska.

By the time Russian explorers discovered Alaska in the eighteenth
century, about 80,000 natives lived in Alaska. Alaska’s native people shared
a number of characteristics, yet each developed unique ways of life based
largely on the natural resources available to them.

All Alaska natives were hunters but the animals they hunted varied
a=nong groups and regions. The Aleuts of the Aleutian Islands, for example,
hunted whales, otters, sea lions, and porpoises. The Athabaskan Indians of
Alaska’s interior, on the other hand, killed caribou, moose, and rabbits for
their food.

All native groups used boats as their main mode of transportation and built
them out of materials at hand. The Tlingits made sturdy dugout canoes by
hollowing out the huge cedar trees that grew in the coastal areas of Southeast
Alaska. The Aleuts, who lived on treeless, windswept islands, built sleek boats
called “baidarkas” out of driftwood covered with the skins of seals and sea

lions. Athabaskans traveled the lakes and rivers of the interior in canoes
covered with birch bark.

Nothing, however, illustrates how various native groups adapted their
lifestyles to local resources better than the construction of dwellings. The
Southeastern natives used their giant fir trees to build large rectangular
houses of wooden planks. The Aleuts lived in houses dug into the earth and
covered with sod. Inland Inupiat Eskimos, who lived above the Arctic Circle,
made dwellings from bones and antlers covered with animal skins.

All the native groups used capital resources to make their hunting, fishing, and
other activities easier and more productive. Capital resources are man-made
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things that enhance production. Tools, spears, and cooking utensils are examples
of capital resources that were used by Alaska natives. Machines, trucks, and
computers are modern examples of capital resources.

The Aleut baidarkas and the Tlingit dugout canoes were capital resources
that enabled native hunters and fishermen to be more productive. Eskimo
seal hunters used wooden scrapers, or “paws,” to scratch noises on the ice,
luring seals to air holes where they could be speared. Athabaskans herded
- caribou into corrals made of spruce logs, where they could be killed easily
with spears orbows and arrows. These capital resources took time to produce
but were worth it because they produced extra food, better dwellings, and
warmer clothing.

In addition to natural resources and capital, the natives of Alaska used
skilled labor to produce the things they used. Tlingit wood carvers produced
elaborate totem poles to commemorate events such as births, deaths, and
marriages. The Yupik Eskimos of Alaska’s southwest coast fashioned stun-
ning wooden masks that were worn by dancers at various celebrations.
Inupiat Eskimos were skilled at making everything from bone tools to
carefully-fitted clothing of fur and animal skins. These and other complex
skills such as hunting, fishing, and boat-building were developed over
thousands of years and taught by each generation to the next.

Alaska’s native people combined natural resources, labor, and capital to
produce the things that helped them thrive. Their lives were changed
dramatically, however, when Russian explorers and hunters came to Alaska
in the mid-eighteenth century.
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EPISOOE I : THE

I FADDLED EASTWARD AND ARRIVED AT THE ISLAND OF UNALASKA , COLD
AND EXHAUSTED.
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T HAD LANDED RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE. OF |
A GRo

THEY WANTED To Kill ME. THEY KNEW THAT
THE HOLE IN MY SHOVLDER mUST HAVE COME
FROM A RYSSIAN MUSKFET.

EMUST HAVE- DONE FINISH
N gomarﬁwé To DESERVE A WM
{ \‘\ .. ‘l‘\‘\ ;l‘l 75
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BEING SHOT .
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THE LEADER OF THE. RUSSIANS WAS MORE.

SYMPATHETIC.
THS PooR, pmsfcm
SUFFERED ENOUGH.

WE MUST TRY 7O MAKE
FRIENDS wi7H -THESE A
PEOPLE .

[ 11e Russians HAD Beery
SHIPWRECKED. THEY HAD
CRACKED VP ON THE ROCKS EN
ROVTE FROM RUSSIA To KODIAK.
THEIR LEADER WA'S ALEXANDER
BARANOV., HE HAD BEEN SENT
BY A RUSSIAN FUR COMPAN
To MANAGE. THE STRUGGLING
COLONY ON

Kooiak.

FROM THIS COLONY, CALLED THREE SAINTS , THE RYSSIANS HOPEDTo GATHER

FURS ALL ALONG THE SOUTH CpAST
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BARANO, WASKIND TO ME. T HELPED Hind AND HIS MEN BUILD THREE SEAL SKIN
EOATs /N WHICH To SAIL To KopiAK .
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N\ WE ARRIVED AT
‘” KODIAK THREE
MONTHS LATER.
il BARANOV BeGAN
M PREPARING FOR THE

WA BIGGEST FUR HUNT
g gi EVER. HIS BIGGEST PROBLEM

2T
23

WAS A SHORTAGE OF SKILED
LABOR — ONLY ALEUTS KNEW
HOW To KILL SEA OTTERS

-

—= A\ CL U EFFICIENTLY. HE SENT OUT #okD
i— TN L e THAT HE WoULD HIRE HUNDREDS
= _ RN\t OF ALEUTS To COLLECT FURS.
e T TRm—y T c HE PROMISED 70 TREAT THE
T ) SR R ALEVTS WITH RESPECT AND

h\= Lo N ' KINONESS AND TD PAY THEM IN

GO0, SucH AS IRON , CLOTH AND
BEAD'S.

ME |
WORK FOR({\ENDS |
MY NS, et Y2
‘?{\G\T\T'
‘ BEADS , .
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THE FURS WouwLD BE SHIFPED T0 RUSSIA AND TRADED To CHINESE MERCHANTS.
THE CHINESE VALVED THE FURS— ESPECIALLY SEA OTTER FPELTS — FUR CLOTHING
AND ROBES, TN RETURN, THE CHINESE OFFERED TEA,S/ILK, AND OTHER GOOODS,
AL VW Ree

ARCTIC OCEAN
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BARANOY EXPECTED THE FURTRADE To
BE VERY PROFITABLE, SINCEHE
COULD HHRE THE ALEUTS FOR GOOLS
WORTH ABOUT (Q RUBLES FPER FELT,

SHP THE PELTS TO CHINA, AND GET

GOODS WORTH 75 RUBLES FOR EACH

PELT HE DELIVERED. THESE FROATS

PROVIDED A GREAT INCENTIVE rer

RUSSIAN EXPLORATION AND

SETTLEMENT.

VBLES
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FINALLY, BARANOV WAS READY FOR THE BIGHUNT, HUNDREDS OF BAIDARKAS SETOUT
FROM KODIAK To EIND FURS.
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THE BAIDARKA FLEET FADDLED
OVER “THREE- HUNDRED MILES,
FROM KODIAK TO PRINCE
WILLIAN] SOUND.
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WE BT A BASE AT MUCHEK ISLAND AND BAEANOV SENT OUT MANY HINTING
PARTIES TO FIND FURS ALL ALONG THE COAST.
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~ —_— BuUT ©OUR TROVBLES WERE NOT OVER..
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ONE NIGHT WHILE

HUNTING FARTY WAS ATTACKED:
OUT OF NOWHERE ; STRANGE MEN
WEARING MASKS oF THE RAVEN, BEAR,
AND KILLER WHALE ATTACKED.







IN SPITE OF OUR CASVALTIES, BARANOV
WAS UNDAUNTED . WE B(/R/ED OvR DEAD
AND PUSHED ONWARD , LOOKING FOR FURS.
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THAT YEAR AND THE NEXT WE KILLED MANY
JEA OTTERS., THEIR FURS WERE SENT 7O
RUSS/IA ON BOARD LARGE RUSSAN

© SA/IULING SHIPS.

[SLAND TD GET FURS .

DANGEROUS.

=y
AS WE KILLED MORE AND MORE <o
OTTERS THE SUPALY OF FURS ~ SERRS
DWINDLED. WE HAD To RANGE
FARTHER AND FARTHER FROM OUR
BASES ON KODIAK AND NUCHEK 3

SUTH WE HUNTED, THE MORE. DANGER S .
WE FACED FROM ATTACKS BY THE =N . -
FIERCE TLINGITS AND 77715 MORE ~ \X0-
EXPENSIVE IT BECAME

BARANO Y T GET Foop) AND OTHER
SUPPLIES oUT 7D THE H{/A/T NG FARTIES,
MANY ALEVTS WANTED T6 RETURN
HOME. . THE HUNTING WAS VERY
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THE SOURCE OF THE GUNS WAS ONE CAPTAIN HENRY BARBER -
RED BEARD HE WASCALLED . CAPT. BARBER UNDERSTOO D
ECONOM/C. INCENTIVES AND KNEW TBAT THE TLING/TS
WANTED GUNS. BARBER pID B MWL e
o A BOOMING BUSINESS yuly L7 ‘
Ip 7TRADING Gun's anp” (BN Sgem
| CARTRIDGES —EVEN M
SMALL CANNONS—  #8
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WHEN The ALEVTS SAN WHAT THETLINGITS| | WHEN BARANOV REFUSED, THEY WENT 0N

WERE GETTING FOR THEIR FURS THEY STRIKE.
DEMANDED THAT BARANOV FAY THEM |
MORE . COMPETITION WASDRIVING | 7 BUT AREN'T
g]_g ;%g FRICE THAT BARANOV H#AD | P\ WE FRIENDS 7
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FRIENDSHIP WoN''T
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FUR — NO GUNS, BUT MORE CLOTH , IRON

SEEMED, WAS GOOD FOR US /!

FINALLY BARANOV AGREED To pAY MORE FoR EACH
7‘00L;/9/ AND BEADS. COMPETITION, IT

AS THE PRICES THAT BARBER, THE RUSSIANSAND
THE NEWLYARRIVED YANKEES FAID FOR FUR'S
WENT UP, BOTH WE SND THE TLINGIT HUNTED
THE CoabT BARE oF OTTER | FOX, AN D BEAVER.

02 | 10 ESTABLISH A BASE FARTHER SOUTH THAN

FARTHER AND FARTHER SoUTH WE WENT To

FIND FURS . AS FAR SourH AS CALIFORN A .
RANDY FINALLY REALIZED THAT IN ORDER TO

KEEP UPWITH HIS COMPETITION HE WoULD HAVE

NUCHEK . KIS CHOICE FoR ANEW COLONY

WASSHITRA , RICHT in THE MIDDLE OF THE
MICHTV TZINGIT EMPIRE .

ARCTIC OCEAN é
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% NO NORMAL MAaN WOULD HAVE EVER CONSIDERED
W\ LocaTING A CoLoNY IN THE SITKA REGION,.

CTLINGIT VILLAGES WERE ALL AROUND, BUT
' - BARANOV WAS NOT A NORMAL MAN,

HE WHS BOLD AND DARING.
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WITH A LARGE FLEET OF BAIDARKAS, BARANOYV SAILED /INTO SITKA SOUND »
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A LINE OF TALL, FPOWERFVL TLINGIT
WARRIORS MET HM, LED BY THEIR
CHIEF -
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I AM BARANOV,
LEADER OF THE.

RUSSIANS! T COME
N PEACE. -

WHAT Do
Yo WaNT 7
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TWE WANT To BUY
| ] NErA potoh.
F=—= | QUR SHIPS AND A ‘
| BASE AR OUR HUNTERS. | &l 20/
e of FER You MANY 1 \

“TRADE GoaDS 1A/ "

EXCHANGE ..+ BuT \ ' \
IF You REFVSE WE ; °S 2

Wit FIGHT, |
‘ /A \

AMAZINGLY, THE TUNGIT A CCEPTED
7| BARANOVS OFFER , THEY DISLIKED
THE RUSSIANS, BUTWANTED TRE TRADE

GOODSTHEY COUVLD GET [N
EXCHANGE FOR FLURS.
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BARANOY IMMEDIATELY SET US To WoRK BUILDING
SETTLEMENT OVERLEORING SITHA .5‘005\/9, NG YET ANOTHER NEW
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FOR A TIME THINGS WERE PEACER/L. ON A WARM SUMMER’S AFTERND
AT STTKA. WE GOT ALONG WITH THE THE TLINGITS ATTACKED # i
TLINGIT AND THEY WITH VS. ETiHs ATTACK 1S THE onLy way
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THE TLINGIT WARRIORS RAN FROM THE FOREST,FIRING THE GUNS THEY HAD GOTTEN FROM
CAPTAIN BARBER . THEY BREACHED THE WALLS AND THREW BLAZING FIREBRANDS
ONTO THE ROOFTOPS. WE WERE GREATLY OCTNUAMBERED. -THERE WAS MO HOPE.
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I FOUND A BAIDARKA AND
70 KODIAK
w2 1
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BARANOV  carEreD 1ocertee 4 STRONG Fopce
BAK To SITKA AND TAKE REVENGE ON THE TLINGIT.
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1 HAD SEEN ENOUGH FIGHTI ING -
T ALSO S¥MPATHIZED WITH THE
TLINGITS . HADN'T THE RUSSIANS
TAKEN THEIR LANDJUST AS THEY
HAD TAKEN THE LAND OF My
FATHER AND MOTHER ? T FELT
SORRY FOR EVERYBODY — THE
RUSSIANS, THE TUNGIT S, AND
mro WA/ ALEVT PEOPLE.
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OF COURSE WE ALL KNOW THAT BARANOY GOT £13 |
REVENGE . WITH THE HELP OF TWO SHIPS ARMED s L
WITH CANNONS AND A FLEET OF BAIDARKAS, fhi
BARANOV AND H1S MEN RETOOK SI1TKA - '
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STATES ' PARK SERV/ICE HAS A MONUMENT 4T THE BATTLE SITE,
CONVIMEMORATING THE LAST STAND oF THE SITKA WARRIORS .
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FOURTEEN VE
EROM ALL oF ARS LATER , THE SEA OTTERS, HAVING BEEN DEPLETED

HIS TERRITORY FROM KoDiAk To CALFORMIA , BARANOY
LEFT SITKA To RETURN T S MATIVE RUSSIA. #E NEVER MADEYT. QLD
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EPISODE I
Lord of Alaska

Russian explorers and hunters began arriving in Alaska soon after

Vitus Bering discovered Alaska in 1741. Bering had been hired by

the Russian czar to seek a trade route to Europe and to determine
whether Asia and North America were connected by land. On his second voyage
Bering sighted the Aleutian Islands and briefly explored the coastline of southeast-
ern Alaska. Bering and many members of his crew died of scurvy on the trip, but
the survivors returned to Russia with news of Alaska and its many wonders—
especially the millions of sea otters whose fur was the most expensive on earth.

Russian hunters had already killed most of the sable and fox in Siberia,
and the world’s supply of fur was dwindling. Fur pelts were highly prized in
China and Europe for making clothing and hats, and people wanted more.
With supply down and demand up, fur prices were high. Russians realized
they could get rich by harvesting the vast populations of sea otters in Alaska.

In the years immediately following Bering’s discovery of Alaska, Russian
hunters and traders made numerous voyages across the Bering Sea to the
Aleutians. They enslaved the Aleuts and forced the men to hunt sea otters by
holding their wives and children hostage. When the Aleuts resisted the
Russians, they were massacred. Spears were no match for muskets.

As the Russians killed more and more otters they moved farther and
farther eastward along the Aleutian chain in search of fresh killing grounds.
Soon Russian ships were reaching Kodiak and the Alaska mainland.

By the 1780s fur hunting had become an expensive, large-scale enterprise.
Russian merchants raised large sums of money to hire men, buy supplies, and
build special ships to carry furs back to Russia. Finally, a shrewd businessman
named Grigor Shelekhov decided to build a permanent colony in Alaska.
People at the colony could grow their own food, erect warehouses to store furs
through the winter, and build ships out of native timber. The first colony was
established on Kodiak Island.

~ The Russians continued to mistreat the Aleuts, forcing them to pay “taxes” in
the form of furs and requiring Aleut men to participate in long hunting expeditions
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which brought large profits to the Russians. Russian hunters, however, never really
learned to handle the baidarkas, hunt sea otters, or process the furs. The Aleuts, by
virtue of their superior hunting skills, gradually gained bargaining power with
the Russians and demanded trade goods like cloth and iron tools in return for
their services.

In 1790 Shelekhov chose a truly remarkable man to run his colony. His
name was Alexander Baranov. Baranov ran the colony, established

others along the Gulf of Alaska, and sent hunting expeditions as far
south as California.

Baranov was sympathetic to the Aleuts, learned their language, and was
tactful and friendly in his dealings with them. The Aleuts trusted him and he was
able to use persuasion rather than sheer force to get them to travel farther and
farther south in search of furs. Baranov was a powerful personality who, in his

years as manager of the Russian American Company, earned the nickname
“Lord of Alaska.”

By 1800 the Russians and Aleuts had almost wiped out the sea otter
populations from Kodiak to Yakutat. Furs were harder to find and hunting
expeditions became longer and more expensive. Both the English and
Americans had entered the fur trade and were offering high prices to the
coastal Indians—the Tlingit and Haida—in exchange for furs. Where the
Russians had formerly purchased furs for a few pounds of old iron, the
Americans now offered two yards of cloth, a gun with ten cartridges (left over
from the American Revolution), or four pounds of lead and gun powder for
one otter skin. Competition was driving Aleut and Indian wages sky high!

The fact that the coastal natives now had guns bothered Baranov a great
deal. He knew they harbored resentment against the Russian, American, and
English interlopers and that it was simply a matter of time before their
resentment would erupt.

The explosion came in 1802 when the Tlingits, who had been trading
furs with the Russians, attacked the Russian fortress that Baranov had
built at Sitka. The fort was burned and 408 of the 450 defenders were killed.

Baranov returned two years later with warships and guns and drove the
Tlingits from Sitka.
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The fur trade promoted the exploration of Alaska, resulted in the
founding of the first white settlements, and brought natives into
contact with whites—often with disastrous results. Constant and intensive
hunting depleted the populations of all furbearing animals in Alaska.

The history of the fur trade in Alaska is a classic example of what happens
to common property resources such as the sea otter. A common property
resource is a resource for which rights are held in common by a group of
individuals, none of whom has a transferable ownership right. Since no one
owned the sea otters, no one had an incentive to conserve them and anyone
could hunt them for private gain. The American buffalo, like the sea otter, was
a common property resource that was hunted to near extinction.

Even today we worry about whales, bald eagles, and other wild birds and
animals becoming extinct. On the other hand, we never worry about chickens
or cattle suffering the same fate. Why? The answer lies in the fact that
individuals own chickens and cattle and protect their private property. They
are not common property.
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EPISODE I : THE ALEUT HUNTS WHALES
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THE OCEAN WATERS AROCUND KODIAK ~ THE "KODIAK GROUNDS " AS THEY

WERE CALLED-TEEMED WITH RIGHT WHALES , WHO MIGRATED BETWEEN THE
BERING JEA AND THE

GULF OF ALASKA.

THE WHALES WERE
HUNTED FOR THE OIL
CONTAINED (N THEIR FAT,
IN A WORLD BEFORE
ELECTRICITY AND EVEN
BEFORE FPETROLEUM
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RIGHT WHALE
(Balaerm _7/acm/15/ e
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ESPECIALLY THE OTHER HARPOONEERS,

OTHER MEN CAME TOO. THESE WERE THE SAILORS., MoST OF THE CREW OF THE
JEZEBEL WERE FROM NEW ENGLAND. BU7T THERE WERE OTHERS ......
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FIRST OF ALL WAS SCAR, A
FULL-BLOODED COMMANCHE INDIAN SR
HE HAD HUNTED BUFFALQ Eoml
OV THE GREAT PLAINS OF AMERICA I
AND WHEN THERE WERE No MORE
BUFFALO To KILL, HE WENT 44
WHALING.
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HAWALL wAs JUST THE PLACE To TAKE o | | AS TIME PROGRE SSED THE REDUCED
FRESH SUPPLIES OF WOOD , WATER, AND | | POPULATION OF RIGHT WHALES MADE
FRESH FOOD.... AND FOR A LITILE THEM HARDER AND MORE COSTLYTD KILL.
REST AND RELAXATION. ONE DAY UZ/IAH SPOKE.
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ONE DAY THE FOG6 PARTED AND WE KNEW )
WE HAD MADE A GREAT DISCOVERY,

ALL AROUIND U5,

(j/ji\){{

PRI R T
LR Y

=l

e — T T

WILLIAM WENT IN MY BOAT: “
HE WAS VERY EXCITED.

A

ol

45eS =
e // /% =y ity =
\"‘f 7 =

Y - ; By,
gl
"
A ) @S
) ¥

Al 780
7 S
(¥ N
\

N \"}lﬂf::\‘fj
/A

Ay

' N \ NN \\
NS

2

h Y

Wwr S;pﬁ 7o THE CHASE.
/
B> -'“‘Hl!}'x"‘i it e H

= ‘\x“;m'ﬁ\l” \ It
S w\m‘\\\\

1 SounDED TN

— --_“xl'-?': FR
\é"'."i, \ 0\ kY ¥
"k‘l“:ﬁ, .:. b 1‘.'.“'““}—-\“*“‘. )
F-
4

i R —
”Wf/' e
‘(‘, /// - —— e— L =
g .

!

b

- ——— -2 —
i E——— —
— JE——— ——
- — T = __
K —_— U ]
-:?,:":_‘ —— -
e e D—
%-—;ﬁ’_ — — ——
— — _——— -
g —— — —
e
- = -
- = —_— T
~ - L T

§A7 /
S s
;//







Py’

——— >

LUCKILY MOST OF US WERE || WILLM HAD TAKEN MY’
SAVED- ... ALL BUT ONE. || ADHCE To STAY WITH
e A~ || THE BOAT ATALL (o5TS.
& A8 || we searaue AR sovRS s
NXSD, - || THE A ROLLED BACK 1V

AROUND U/S.

AFTER WILLAMS DEATH MY HEART
(ZOSED [TSELF. WHALING HAD
LOST ALL ITS AMURE. THECREW
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SLUMP. THE ENTIRE INVSTRY
BE FAILING.
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A7 THE SAME TIME MORE AND MORE SHIPS FNTERED THE BERING SEA. THE
NUMBER OF WHALES TAKEN DECLINED, \JSTAS 1T HAD IN THE WORLDS OTHER CREAT
OCEANS. FRUSTRATED BY THE EMPTY SEASWE SALED FARTHER AND FARTHER
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WE STAYED THROUGH AVGUST AND JOON A GALE BLEW UP. THE WiND

NEARLY HAD A FULL [ 04D OF DI SHRIEKED AND THE ICE MOVED AND
WHEN DISASTER STRucK , TWo Pl TCHED VIOLENTLY.
GIGANTIC ICE FLOES, ONE BlowN ' -

g SOUTH, THE OTHER ||————— s
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MOVED IN 7O
TRAP OUR SHIP-
AND THE OTHERS
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FROM INSIDE OUR. SHIP WE HEARD THE
SICKEMNG NOISE OF SHATTERING
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THEY DESCRIBED A BOY WHp HAD SUR VI VED\
MANY DAYS AT SEA CLNGING Tp WHAT WAS
LEFTOF A WHALE BOAT, WHEN THEY ToLD ME
OF HIS FIRST WORDS, T KNEW THE BO¥ w4 S

WILLIAM PERRY.
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EPISODE I

Arctic Graveyard |

along way from their home ports in New England for a very good

reason. They had scoured first the Atlantic and then the Pacific
oceans for whales to satisfy the world’s soaring demand for whale oil and
whale- bone. Whales were becoming harder and harder to find, and the icy
waters of the Bering Sea held great promise.

The first Yankee whalers entered the Bering Seain 1848. They were

The Yankee whalers were not in the Bering Sea for the sheer joy of sailing. They
were there to make a profit. Profits were the incentive that drove New England
merchants to send hundreds of whaling ships into the Bering, Chukchi, and
Beaufort seas in the last half of the nineteenth century. The whaling ships
represented large capital investments. They were floating factories
that killed and butchered the whales, processed whale fat into oil, and
cut whalebone into strips. The oil and bone were stored below deck for
transport back to New England.

The heyday of the Western Arctic whale fishery was in the 1850s, when as many
as 250 whaling ships per year sailed into the Bering Sea. They moved steadily
northward above the Arctic Circle looking for whales. In 1871 a great tragedy
struck. The whaling fleet was trapped in moving ice and thirty-three
ships were crushed. Most of the ships were valued at more than one miltion
dollars each. Miraculously, no lives were lost, but the disaster was a
heavy blow to the New England ship owners.

In 1900, fewer than twenty ships entered the fishery. By then most of the
whales had been killed and a variety of substitutes for whale oil,
including coal and petroleum products, had been successfully developed and
marketed. The whaling industry was caught in a squeeze. On the one
hand whales were more and more expensive to kill, and on the other
declining demand was depressing prices. ’

The development of substitutes had also depressed the market for
whalebone. Spring steel, Celluloid, and “featherbone” made from goose
quills were suitable—and cheaper—alternatives in the production of buggy
whips, umbrella tines, and other items. When slim ladies’ figures became



more fashionable than the exaggerated “hour-glass” look of the Victo-
rian era, boned corsets became unfashionable and the bottom dropped
out of whalebone sales.

Commercial whaling had a profound effect on the Eskimos who
lived along Alaska’s western and northern coastlines. Eskimos traded
warm clothing, food, and ivory to the whalers in return for manufac-
tured goods such as tools, cloth, needles, and guns. Some Eskimos
worked on whaling ships as harpooners or seamstresses and others
sold whalebone to the Yankees.

The whalers, however, also traded rum and other alcoholic bever-
ages to the Eskimos, introduced new diseases to the native popula-
tions, and killed hundreds of thousands of walrus that the Eskimos
could have used for food. Life in the native villages would never be the
same after commercial whaling.
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TIFFANY EXPLAINED THAT ICE CREAM MAKER S NEEDED ICE TO
PRODVCE ICE CREAM , AND ICE HAD TO BE BROUGHT ALL THE WAY
FROM NEWENGLAND BY BOAT, WHEN THE ICE FROM ONE
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UNTIL THE. NEXT SHIP ARRIVED.
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ICE WAS MOT ONLY SCARCE /N SAN FRANCISCO, /
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AT DINNER L ToLD TIFFANY EVERYTHING—
HOW ICE FROM ALASKA WOULD MAKE
MY FORTUNE.

Soon AFTER DINNER I Foumd THATI |
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I EXELAINED THAT IN SAN FRANCISCO THE OFPOSITE WAS TRUE..
RELATIVE TO THE WAVYS PEOPLE WANTED To USE ICE, THERE W4s
SO LITTLE AVAIABLE THAT ICE WAS VAUWABLE .... MORE
VALVABLE THAN GOLD ! WITH THE RUSSIAN
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W/TH THE BoAT LOADED WE SHILED FOR.
HOME.. BOSS TATE SAILED FAST vs eV
HIS SECOND TRIP T0 THE ICE FIELDS.
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THE BOSS ALSO SAILED INTD PORT.

DESPAIRED, BUT I HAD A PLAN.

AS WE ARRIVED tN THE MIDSUMMER HEAT,
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KING OF SAN FRANCISCO. My PARTNERS
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LOWERING MY PRICE BELOW BOSS TATE'S
SOON CREATED A LINE AT MY ICE HOUSE.
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MY SUCCESS SHOWED THE RUSSIANS THAT WHAT THEY COULON'T GIVE
AWAY IN ALASKA W45 VALYABLE SIMPLY BY MOYING T TO SAN FRANCISCO.
“THE CONSUL GLADLY SOLD ME EXCLUSTVE RIGHTS TD ALASKA ICE
AND MY WORRIES ABOUT COMPETITION SEEMED TO BE. OVER .

J GOT VERY RICH . MINERS AND OTHERS
WERE MORE THAN WILLING 7D GIVE (/P
THEIR GOLD FOR ICE. T HAD FOUND A WAy
TO MAKE MY FORTUNE FROM THE GOLD FIELDS
WITHOUT MININGAND SAN FRANCISCOD

HAD FOUND A WAY TO KEEP COOL.

Al

T ALSO GAHINED A NICKNVAME —
JCEBOX PERRY

. [ RE'S

o

Ex \ 50 ool

.,,‘,\
K‘:\“\““Z“‘

Do You know/ wiar piD IN MY ICE BUSINESS 7
COMPETITIOM. NoTANOTHER ICE CoMPaNy” BUT™
A NEW INVENTION — THE REERIGERATOR. THIS
MACHINE ACTVALLY MADE ICF. FROM WATER.
BUT AWISE MAN STAY'S AHEAD OF THE TRENDS,

I SoLD THE JCE BUSINESS AND GOT INTO THE

REFRIGERATOR BUSINESS., T WONDER IF 1
é SHOULD CHANGE MY NVAME.
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DYRING My TIME /N
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THE SALE oF ALASKA 7O
THE UNITED STATES /N
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EPISODE IV

Icy Treasure

hen gold was discovered in California in 1848, most of the
people in the United States lived east of the Mississippi River.
Made up of small towns and ranches, California was a new

territory of the United States. San Francisco was a small whaling port. The
discovery of gold changed all that!

The promised riches of the gold field provided the incentive for thousands of
people to leave their jobs and homes and move to California. The
people who came to California in the gold rush were called the “California
49ers” because most of them came in 1849. Over 85,000 people became 49ers
and moved to California.

Although 49ers came to California from all over the world, most came
from the eastern U.S. The trip from the East to the gold fields was long,
expensive, and dangerous. Forty-niners had to choose between a risky trip
in a wagon across the Great Plains and the Rocky Mountains or a costly trip
in a clipper ship around the tip of South America. Although the costs were
great, the California 49ers, like William Perry, felt that the rewards of
working the gold fields were likely to be even greater.

One result of the California gold rush was the growth of San Francisco
into a large city. Its population grew by almost 35,000 in just one year. This
growth came in spite of the fact that there was no gold in San Francisco. The
growth of San Francisco was a secondary effect of the discovery of gold.

The growth of the population of California meant an increase in
the demand for goods. More people meant that more food, clothes,
shoes, wagons, and other goods could be sold. It also meant an increase
in the demand for people providing services—like lawyers, barbers,
doctors, and firefighters. San Francisco became the center for supply-
ing these goods and services to the gold miners.

The demand for ice in San Francisco grew for the same reason as
it did for other goods—more people. In the 1840s ice was produced in
the ponds of New England and shipped all over the world. The price



of ice in San Francisco was high because of the cost of shipping; it was
almost 13,000 miles by sea from Boston to San Francisco.

Ice sold for $75 a ton in 1852. The people of San Francisco were willing
to pay a high price forice and this provided an incentive for the entrepreneurs
behind the Russian American Ice Company. Alaska’s ice was closer—
it was less than 2,000 miles from Kodiak to San Francisco—so it cost less to
bring to market than New England ice. The difference between the
price of ice in San Francisco and the cost of bringing it from Alaska provided
the entrepreneurs a profit.

In our story, when William Perry first approached the Russian consul
with hisidea, the consul couldn’tunderstand what made the ice valuable. The
ice wasn’t valuable in Alaska. Besides, hadn’t the ice been around a long time?
What made it so valuable in 1850? The value of any good depends on how
much of it there is and how much people want to use it. In other words, value
depends on scarcity. Ice wasn't valuable in Alaska because there was a lot of
it and few people to use it. Ice became more valuable in San Francisco
because the number of people wanting to use it increased.

The first ice shipment from Alaska to California used ice cut froma Sitka
pond, but the winters in Sitka were too warm and the ice company
eventually moved to Kodiak. The production of ice required the construc-
tion of a sawmill to make sawdust to insulate the ice.

Ice was produced in Alaska until 1880, when other, less expensive ways
to provide ice were introduced. Ice was brought from mountains closer
to San Francisco and refrigeration was introduced. Reducing the cost of
providing ice in San Francisco reduced the value of Alaska ice. Production
stopped because the costs of production could no longer be recovered.

The most important change for Alaska during the time of the ice
company was a change of ownership. Russia sold Alaska to the U.S. in 1867.
Although Americans knew little of Alaska, it must have seemed like a
good deal at the time. Alaska’s price was only two cents an acre.

55



	Episode I: Pillagers of the North
	Episode I: Wrap-up
	Episode II: Lord of Alaska
	Episode II: Wrap-up
	Episode III: Arctic Graveyard
	Episode III: Wrap-up
	Episode IV: Icy Treasure
	Episode IV: Wrap-up



